Stewardship Address to our St. Nicholas Parish

The Feast of our Father among the Saints, Basil the Great
January 1, 2025

“The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many” (Matthew 20:28).

My beloved Saint Nicholas parishioners,

The heart of our Christian life, in imitation of Christ our Lord, is to offer our life
in service to the His holy Gospel message. Christ gave everything of Himself for our
salvation and left us His Church so that we may experience His resurrected presence
and healing power through our participation in the sacramental life. We have received
so much beyond anything we could possibly repay. What the Lord desires is our hearts,
as He says so poignantly in the Gospel of Matthew, “Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Also, He tells us, “To whom much is given, much
will be required” (Luke 12:48).

Stewardship is our offering of time, talent, and treasure within the total life of the
Church. The spirit of stewardship is integral to our identity as Orthodox Christians.
Christ Himself gave us the ultimate example of stewardship by using all of God’s gifts
for the good of humanity. In the same way, when we offer of ourselves and the goods
God has blessed us with, we imitate the Lord who emptied everything of Himself so we
can receive the fullness of God’s Kingdom.

In today’s world, we are lured into giving our time, our talent, and our hard
earned money towards all kinds of things. Many of these things are a necessary reality.
It is important to sustain and support our families in the best way. As we reflect at the
start of this new year, let us also reflect on the quality of our giving. We are given yet
another opportunity to challenge ourselves and evaluate our priorities by examining
how we choose to spend our time, energy, and financial contributions. We ask that this
year you prayerfully consider to offer more thoughtfully and substantially towards the
various needs of your spiritual home and parish in the following ways:

* First and foremost, consider the importance of family worship and attending the
Divine Liturgy on each and every Sunday.



* Consider getting actively involved by using your various talents, expertise, and
knowledge for the building up of your St. Nicholas Parish.

* Assess your giving as a percentage of your annual adjusted gross income and consider
increasing your gift by whatever percentage seems appropriate and right for you and
your family.

* Consider sponsoring a day at St. Nicholas for $4,500 - $5,000. It costs approximately
$5,300 a day to operate a day at our parish. This is the reality of a large and active
parish that we should all be aware of and consider.

* Consider being a family who will increase their annual giving by $1,000 or more.

It is important that we do not neglect the support our spiritual family and its
many needs. When we offer to our St. Nicholas Church, we are offering to the ministries
of the parish, which affect so many people in need. We offer ourselves first to God
through prayer and participation in the Liturgy by supporting our youth, the church
school program, the young adults, our schools, and the adult and elderly ministries etc.
There are a plethora of ministries at our parish, and the reality is that we need everyone
to support the good work of our Church, so that we not only continue it but also
enhance it for the glory of God.

In closing, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church is a family, and we are
here to support one another in the true spirit of stewardship. As we begin this new year,
let us all reflect on what it is we are truly devoting ourselves to and make greater efforts
to offer our full selves to Christ and His Church with our time, talent, and treasure.

Attached to this letter is important information indicating how we can support
our St. Nicholas parish ministries and what our current needs are. Thank you all for
your kind consideration. We are truly blessed to have you all as beloved parishioners,
and we wish you all a blessed New Year with health and God’s blessings from above.

With love in Christ,

Z A1 fH

Rev. Economos Aristidis Garinis,
Presiding Priest
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church, Flushing, NY
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EIIIXTOAH EITIIXTAXIAX ITIPOX THN ENOPIA TOY
ATTOY NIKOAAOY

Eoo1r] tov ev Ayiowc [ateog nuwv, Baoleiov tov MeydAov
1n Iaevovapiov 2025

O Y106 tov avOpwmov dev 1jpOe va vmnpetnOei, *AAd va vINPETHOEL Kavl Vi
npooPépel T Cwr) Tov AVTPO Yia va eAev0ep@oel amo TNV apapTic avTOVG OV O
tov Tuotépovv» (Kata MatOaiov 20:28)

Ayammpuévol pov evopiteg tov Ayiov NukoAaov,

H kapdid e Xpotiaviknic Cwng pag, kata pipnon tov Kvptov pag Inoov
Xototov, etvat va mpoodépovpe TN Lwr] HAS VTINEETWVTAS TO UNVUUA TOU LEQOV
EvayyeAiov Tov. O Xpwotog €dwoe oAokAnowtikd tov eavtd Tov yia v owtnoia
Hag kat pag apnoe v ExkAnota Tov wote va Bliocovpe TNy avaotnpévT mapovoia
Tov pe ) ovppetoxn pag ot povotnowkr) Cwn. ‘Exovue AaPet tooa moAA&, épav
amd ot dnrote Oa pmogovoape TMOAVOV va avtamodwoovpe. Avtd ov o Kvglog
erOupel, etvat oL KaEdLES pag, OTws 0 OLog avadépel Le TOOO OTOUDO OTO KATX
MatOaiov EvayyéAio «Omov etvatl o Onoavpog oag, ekel Oa etvat kot 1) kapdk oag
(Kata MatBaiov 6:21). Emtiong, 0to katd Aovkav evayyéAlo pag Aéyet, «Xe dmotov
d0ONKAV MOAAG, TOAAG Oax (nTnOovV ar’ avtdv (Kata Aovkav 12:48).

Emotaoia etvat n mpoodoed Tov XQOVOL HAGS, TOL TAAEVTOL HAC KAL TOV
Onoaveov pac ota mAaiowx e ovvoAkrg Cwr|g ¢ ExkAnotac. To mvedua g
ETUOTAOLIAG lval avaTOOTIAOTO OTOLXELO TG TAVTOTNTAGS HAg ws OPO0dOEwWV
Xowotixvav. O d1og 0 XQLoTtog pHag £dwoe To amtOAVTO TAQAdeLyUa emloTaotiag,
XONOLUOTIOWVTAS OAX Tax dpat ToL BeoV Y To kaAd g avOowndtnTac. Me tov
(010 TEOTIO, OTAV TEOTPEQPOVLE TOVS EAVTOVS HAG KAL T dwEa He T ool 0 Oedg
uag evAdynoe, ppovueba tov Koglov, o omolog kévwoe ta mavta amtd ToV €T TOL
WOoTeE el va umogovpe va AdBovpe tnv mAneotnTa g Baolelag tov Oeov.

Ztnv kovwvia Tov onpeQn, deAealdpaote var OIVOULE TOV XQOVO UGS, TO
TAAEVTO MG KAL T XOT|HATA, IOV Ue TTOAD KO0 kedILOVUE, Oe OTLdMTOTE KAL AVTO
elval pa amapattntn) meaypatot)Ta. Onws avaloylllopaote v agx1] avtov Tov
VEOUL €T0UG, ag okePOOVE ETONG KAL TNV TTOLOTNTA TNG TEOTPOQAS HAG. LAg
TIAQAKAAOVUE, AVTO TO XQOVO TEOTELXNTIKA V& HeAeTr|oeTe s Oa TooopEQeTe TIO
OTOXAOTIKA OTIC TIOLKIAEG aVAYKEG TG evoplag Hag e Toug eE1)¢ TEOTIOLG:

*TpaTov xat kvplov, avadoyioOeite TNV oToVOALOTNTA TNG OLKOYEVELAKNG AaTpEiag
KatL ¢ napovoiag oag otn Ocia Aertovpyia kabe Kvprakr).



* XredOceite va euntdakelite evepyd exuetaldevouevor ta diapopa tadévia oac, Ty
EUTIELPLA KL TT] YVWOT] 0AG YL TNV otkodounon tne evopiac tov Ayiov NixoAdov.
*Yrodoyioete TNV MPOoGopa cac we TOCOTTO TOV ETNOLOV TTPOCAP OO UEVOD
axaBapLoTov €100dNUATOC oac Kot okePOeite va avénoete To 0wpPo oag pe
0m0L00NTI0TE TI0000TO Oewpeite KATAAANAO KAl 0WOTO Y1 0AC KL TNV OLKOY EVELX OC.
*TrepOeite va yivete xopnyoc yia pa nuépa otov Ayo NikoAao $4,500 - $5,000. Ta
nuepnota Aettovpytka éEoda otny evopia pac eivar epirtov $5,300. TN pia peyaAn kot
dpaotnpia evopia, OTtwe elval 1 OLKT) UAGC, QUTI) EVaL 1) TPAY HATIKOTNTA TTOV 0A0L
TIPETEL v YVwPLCovue KaL va EXOVUE KATA VOUV.
*LrepOeite va elote nowkoyévela ov Oa avénoeL TNy eTNoLa CVVELOPOPA TNG OTA
$1,000 n meproootepa. EmukadovueOa tny aydnn oac va otnplete OTWE €0€LC
pmopeite TNy evopia oac.

Etvat moAv onuavtid va pnv magaple AOVLLE TNV TIVELVUATIKT] HAG OKOYEVELX,
va T 0TNEILOVHE KAL VA AVTATIOKQLVOUAOTE OTIS avaykeg tne. Otav mpoodpépovpe
otV ExkAnoia tov Aylov NucoAdov, mooodégovpe oTIG LTINEETLES TNG evoplag pag,
TIOL eMNEEALOLY TOOO TIOAV KOOUO Ttov €xet avaykn. [Tooodpépovue Tovg eavtovg
HaG MEWTA 0o Oed Hé€Tw TNG TIEOTELXTC KAL TNG OCUHHUETOXTS Hag otn AgttovQyia,
otneiCovtag tn veoAaia pag, to medyeapua tov Katnyntikov oxoAeiov, toug
VeaoLG eVNAIKOUG HAG, T OXOAELX HaG, TIG LTINEETLES TV EVNAIKWY KAL TWV
NAKLWHEVWVY Kat 00T KaOe&ng. YTdox el TANOwoa VTINEECLWOV 0TIV EVOQLX HaS KAl
N Moy HaTikOTNTA elvat, 0t XeelaCOpaoTe, OAOL V& LTTOOTNELEOVV TO KAAO €0Y0 NG
evopiag pag, wote va avamtuxOel mog dO6Ea Oeov.

Ev kataxAeid, o EAAnvop0odo&oc Iepds Naog tov Ayiov NucoAdov etvart pia
owoyévela kat elpaote £dw va otnllovpe o évag tov AAAov Baolopévol oto
aAnOwoé vevua g emotaoiac. Me v évagén tov véou €toug, ag katafaAovue
HeYaAUTEQN MEOOTIADELX VA TTEQOTPEQOVLE OAOKATQWTIKA TOVS EXVTOVG HAG OTO
Xowoto kat otnv ExkAnoia Tov. Ztnv eoToAr] autr] EMOVVATITOVTAL ONUAVTUKESG
TIANQOPOQLEC TTOL LTTODELKVVOLV, TG UTTIOQOVIE Vo OTNELEOVUE TIC DLAKOVIES TNG
evoolag pag tov Aylov NikoAdov Kat TOLEG elval OL TTEOOPATES AVAYKES TNG.

Zag evxopaote éva evAoynuévo Néov Etog pe vyela kat pe tig eVAoyLeg Tov
Yiotov Oeov.

Me ayann ev Xootw,

ATl

Oucovopog Agiortetdne I'aptvng, Iepatucwg Ipototapevog
EAAnvopOodoéoc Iepoc Naoc Ayiov NixoAaov, Flushing NY
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